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	PARKS, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PRESERVATION BOARD 

Regular Meeting Minutes, March 31st 2010



Called to Order at 7:00 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

BOARD ATTENDEES  
Corey Bruno, Tom Deily, Liza Gantert, Julie McDonell, Marti Schwartz, Dennis Timmer
GUESTS
Eagle Scout candidate Teddy Swanson & Marc Swanson, LMT Lasers’ representatives Suzanne DeJohn & Kris Petre, and Mark Lireberger, resident.
MINUTES
The March 3rd regular meeting minutes were approved as submitted.  Mr. Deily made the motion, seconded by Ms. Schwartz, with unanimous approval.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Teddy Swanson, an Eagle Scout candidate from Troop 431, presented his project: an LMT Fire Department Memorial Garden to commemorate fallen firefighters and EMTs.  This garden will primarily be funded from a memorial fund overseen by the Calderelli family, who will also donate a bench.  Mr. Wentz may donate engraving, Scouts Troop 431 will provide labor, and Mr. Drake is acting as advisor.  Mr. Swanson requests $1000 from township to offset the difference between donations and cost.  The memorial fund has 49 members and is requesting 49 engraved blocks.  The Board discussed this large number of fallen individuals, requested more information from Mr. Swanson, and discussed the possible need to revisit the amount given by the township pending receipt of further information.  A motion was made by Ms. McDonell that Board recommend up to $1,000 from LMT towards the project depending on the level of donations received.  Second by Mr. Deily and approved unanimously.

Kris Petre & Suzanne DeJohn from Lower Macungie Laser Swim Team introduced their group to the Board.  Based at the LMT pool, the Lasers have around 100 kids from Memorial Day to end of July, ages 5-18, who practice 45-120 minutes per day.  LMT hosts a tournament every few years, costing over $10,000.  Current registration fees are $65 for first swimmer, $60 for next, $55 after that within each family.  Swimmers must also be members of the township pool.  Normal operating expenses include paid coaches and ribbons.  The group has been receiving $4,000 from township annually; during the first class changeover no funding was allocated for 2010, but reinstated in time for the club to operate this year. The Lasers wonder if they fall under the Board’s umbrella.  Board consensus was that the LMT Lasers should fall under P&R budgeting control and be included in the Board’s 2011 budget.  

OLD BUSINESS

No Official LMYA Report, Planning Officer Mtg or Treasurer’s Report
Greenways:
President Timmer requested Mr. Deily provide an inventory of existing pathway engineering work to serve as a base for understanding future planning.  President Timmer shared that Dennis Hinkel had some reservations about the direction of the campus path.

EAC report:

No additional updates from EAC meeting.  The group has continued interest in signage, specifically around environmental warning signs (ie fish plates on storm drains).

Camp Olympic report:
The final public meeting was March 30th, with Camp Olympic Committee and BoC members present.  Presentation was very visual and very encouraging, outlining three distinct phases and several opportunities for the future-state park to raise revenues.  Ms. Gantert indicated that DCNR is more in favor of matching well-developed plans like this, as is LMT for using reserve funds.  President Timmer suggested the creation of a 501(c)3 non-profit to increase the ability to raise funds to move forward with the camp.
NEW BUSINESS
Signage
Mr. Bruno recapped the presentation of the concept to the BoC and their soft approval.  The Board discussed a subsequent idea from Commissioner Conrad to solicit sponsors to help offset the cost of the signs.  Mr. Deily thought that funds from non-profits or service organizations would be acceptable.  Mr. Bruno shared that he was not in favor of commercial sponsors within the parks.  Ms. Gantert suggested that perhaps roadside township-entry signs may be an appropriate place for sponsored signs.  Further discussion focused on the mechanism to solicit and manage this program.  Ms. McDonell suggested signage for community center and library may need to be different from park signage due to the unique aspects of LMT campus.  The Board’s consensus is that signs promoting or advertising are not appropriate in the township’s parks, but may be suitable for township entry signs.

Property Encroachment
Ms. McDonell reported that personal property mowing and use (including sheds and other fixed structures in some cases) was interfering with public use of LMT lands.  Mr. Fosselman is believed to be preparing a letter to homeowners in violation.  President Timmer suggested that the township consider addressing this problem in a public way via the newsletter and website.

Cross Timbers/Ancient Oaks South Updates
Dennis Hinkel gave President Timmer a tour of Ancient Oaks on March 26th.  Ancient Oaks playground inspection report is distressing: overall evaluation is to ‘remove structure as soon as possible.’  Fortunately, LMT has a playground in storage in the barn; it is far more suited for Cross Timbers’ age rating (suitable for children aged 5-12 years) and will be used there.  A playground for Ancient Oaks will be purchased for $26,000 and installed.  

Hills at Lockridge Swings
No updates about Hills at Lockridge; a website question about restroom facilities was answered by Renea Flexer.

BoC Committee Structure
President Timmer updated the Board on the new township reporting structure.  PROSFP falls under Public Works & Facilities, under Commissioner Eichenberg, vice-chaired by Roger Reis.  Staff Liaisons include Bruce Fosselman, Denise Foulke, and Dennis Hinkel.

Date for Next Workshop Session
President Timmer stressed the need for specific agenda for workshop session.  Given the urgency of signage, the board agreed to meet and walk Church Lane, Ancient Oaks West, and Creamery to brainstorm.  Session tentatively set for April 18th at 1pm; President Timmer to confirm and arrange.

Announcements
A group of scientists from Natural Lands Trust will be at Kratzer Farm on April 20th at 9:30am to perform a stewardship assessment of the area’s natural features.

Ms. McDonell reminded the board of advisory members willing to assist as needed, and she announced that national library week in the middle of April will include an exhibit of the 40th anniversary of Apollo 13 at the Library.
The Board’s next regular meeting will be April 28th 7pm.
Adjournment
Move to adjourn made by Mr. Bruno 9:12, second by Ms. Gantert, passed with unanimous approval.
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