	[image: image1.png]



	PARKS, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE AND FARMLAND PRESERVATION BOARD 

Regular Meeting Minutes, December 1th 2010



Called to Order at 7:00 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

BOARD ATTENDEES  
Tom Deily, Julie McDonell, Marti Schwartz, Dennis Timmer
GUESTS

Gloria Wormley, Bob Roth, Chris Cope, Brian Higgins
MINUTES
The minutes of the October meeting were approved by a motion from Julie McDonell, second by Marti Schartz with unanimous approval by the board.
A motion was made by Julie McDonell to retroactively rename the monthly meeting with Jim Lancsek, Zoning/Planning Committee Report.  Tom Deily second and unanimous approval.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Several citizens interested in the Board were in attendance.  

Chris Cope – Assistant Field Director for LMYA and Chairman of EAC.

Gloria Wormley – Recently relocated to the township from New Jersey.  Board Member of Rutgers University and active in their alumni clubs.

Bob Roth – Allentown attorney living in the township.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
No official Treasurer’s Report
LMYA

Brian Higgins reported that the Association is entering low season, but basketball enrollment is up 120 children to over 700 participants.  Mr. Higgins noted a limitation on court space, though working with community center and school district to get more capacity.  Spring enrollment is underway and will be open until roughly mid-March.  It appears more advertising is increasing numbers.  Fiscal health is strong and should allow registration rates to remain flat.  Quarry Athletic Center discussions are ongoing and may be focused in the next budget cycle.

The Board discussed with Mr. Higgins the possible benefits to LMYA from early input at Hamilton Crossing proposed development and LMYA involvement.

Camp Olympic Report
No formal report.

Cyclocross races are planned at Camp Olympic on January 8th and 15th.
Greenways & Comprehensive Trails
Ms. Schwartz reported that Sara Pandl’s description of the grant-based greenways plan doesn’t necessarily include paths as part of parks. 
President Timmer asked Sara Pandl to include Ms. Schwartz and George Doughty on the advisory committee being formed to support the grant.
EAC
Ms. Schwartz reported that the EAC is moving forward with temporary signs to indicate ‘no-mow’ zones.  Penn’s Meadow signs are already in place so EAC is working to mirror those.
EAC offered comments and questions to Planning Commission representative about the planned Firestone Service Center, and a formal letter of recommendation to the Board of Commissioners regarding the Jandl development.

Kratzer Farm was also discussed, in that the sale of the LMT-owned houses changes the possible outcomes for the property.

The EAC will have a native plant sale on April 2nd at the Community Center with workshops and sales.
Signage
Board discussed designs and the intended mission of the signs.  Corey Bruno, with assistance from other Board members, will pursue a final design based on design elements from contest submissions.  At last word the budget for this project is $9000, so the board will proceed to the extent this amount permits.  
Zoning/Planning Committee Report
No meeting this month.
OLD BUSINESS
2011 Budget Status
President Timmer and Ms. McDonell provided an update on the Budget Request as of November 15th.  Mr. Deily described the possibilities for enhancements at Church Lane within the $20,000 budget allotment: handicap parking, parking lot striping, and pathways from north and south sides of the park.
Board discussed the impact of budget on five year plan and alternate means of achieving level of service that would be provided by a Parks & Recreation employee.
Community Center Usage Policy
President Timmer updated the board on the progress made by Denise Foulke and Board of Commissioners.  The policy has now been submitted to the Recreation Subcommittee.
Community Center Pathway Dedication
Ms. McDonell reported ongoing discussion between township, library, and community center about a spring dedication event.  
Cyclocross
See Camp Olympic above.

Dog Park
Board received a letter advocating a dog park.  President Timmer responded to the letter.  The board discussed the hurdles to overcome in developing this type of facility, including access, fees, amenities, cleaning, etc.

NEW BUSINESS
Volleyball Courts
Ms. Pandl received an email from a Heritage Heights resident interested in having a volleyball court in the field adjacent to the community’s pocket park.  The board reviewed the site plan but given the budget situation in 2011 no action was taken.  President Timmer will respond to the email.
2011 Meeting Calendar
The regular November meeting is after Thanksgiving (Nov 30th).  The December meeting will be moved to January, 2012.  Mr. Bruno made a motion to approve the meeting calendar (attached) as submitted by Ms. McDonell.  Second by Ms. Schwartz with unanimous approval.
Hamilton Crossing
The Board discussed the implications of not being a direct party to reviews of commercial developments.  Mr. Bruno made a motion for President Timmer to submit a request to the Board of Commissioners for Parks & Recreation involvement in Hamilton Crossing recreation amenity development.  Second by Ms. McDonell with unanimous approval.
Sand Volleyball Court – Church Lane
Ms. Foulke sent President Timmer an email outlining both cat and bee issues with the volleyball court at Church Lane park.  Mr. Deily suggested that if the court were removed there may be enough room for other sports, though the Board noted that development for other sport use would be contingent on future budgets.  Ms. McDonell made a motion to request Public Works replace the sand with grass, leaving the volleyball posts for use until another use of the space is finalized.  Second by Mr. Deily with unanimous approval.

Spring Creek Estates Walking Path
The condition of the walking path, especially after rain, was brought to the board’s attention via a resident’s email.  President Timmer will respond to the concerned citizen.
Announcements
December meeting will be held January 5th.
Board elections will be held at the regular January meeting on January 26th, 2011.
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn made by Ms. McDonell at 9:20, second by Mr. Deily, with unanimous approval.
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