LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING AGENDA
January 21, 2021 – 7:00 P.M.
www.lowermac.com info@lowermac.com
Next Resolution #2021-04
Next Ordinance #2021-01
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
3. ROLL CALL
Board of Commissioners
President
Ronald W. Beitler
Vice President Richard V. Ward
Commissioner Ron R. Beitler
Commissioner Brian P. Higgins
Commissioner Maury G. Robert

Township Manager
Township Solicitor
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Director of Planning
Township Engineer

Bruce Beitel
David Brooman
Renea Flexer
Nathan Jones
Bryan McAdam

4. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS (At Discretion of Board President)
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS
6. HEARINGS & APPROVALS
6.1.
Continued Conditional Use Hearing for Macungie Manor Project
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS (Residents shall limit their comments to
no more than three minutes)
8. COMMUNICATION
8.1.
Carl Best, Zoning Officer – Year End Report for 2020
9. APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS
9.1.
Appointment of EAC Chair
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
10.1. January 7, 2021
11. APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS, BILL LIST AND PAYROLL
11.1. Bill List of January 21, 2021
General Fund
$196,382.34
37 Developers Impact
Sewer Fund
$561,316.18
01 Payroll
Capital Projects Fund
$10,642.23
36 Developers Escrow
Liquid Fuels
$5,403.52
Total Funds

$140,759.05
$23,787.22
$938,290.54

12. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
12.1. Engineering
12.1.1. Engineer’s Project Status Report
12.2. Planning
12.2.1. Planner’s Report
12.3. Solicitor
12.3.1. Solicitor’s Report
12.4. Township Manager
12.4.1. Manager’s Report
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13. COMMITTEE REPORTS
13.1. Planning & Zoning (Ward, Robert)
13.1.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.2. Budget & Finance (R.W. Beitler, R.R. Beitler)
13.2.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.3. Public Works: Parks & Facilities (Higgins, Ward)
13.3.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.4. General Administration (Robert, R.W. Beitler)
13.4.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.5. Public Works: Roads & Sewers (R. R. Beitler, Higgins)
13.5.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
14. OTHER BUSINESS
14.1. Old Business
14.1.1. Crossing Guard Agreement with EPSD (Notified of No Cost Sharing)
14.1.2. Comprehensive SALDO Amendment (Being Drafted)
14.1.3. Grease Trap Ordinance (Being Drafted)
14.1.4. Abandoned/Foreclosure Property Ordinance (Review at January Workshop)
14.1.5. Revision of Language for Recreation Fee in Lieu of Dedication (Review at
January Workshop)
14.1.6. Jaindl Offer of Land behind Heritage Heights-1551 Weilers Road (Consider
February 4th)
14.1.7. Leaf Collection Bid (Review at January Workshop)
14.2. New Business
15. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
16. PUBLIC COMMENT (Residents shall limit their comments to no more than three minutes)
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NECESSARY)
18. ADJOURNMENT
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Filippi <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 3:16 PM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor

To Lower Macungie Commissioners
My name is Anne Filippi and I reside at 1035 Hill Drive in Clearview Manor. Our home was under construction in the fall
of 1967 and we took possession in March of 1968. Between our home and the Nextdoor neighbors, Tom Gutekunst and
family, is the property once known as the “Water Company” which had three wells on it. The frontage for this property
was only 30 feet. Our builder, Don Pearl, indicated that the property between our two homes had once been proposed
as a street leading from Hill Drive to Hillview Road. I do not know that Lower Macungie Township would have any record
of this but there had to have been a solid concern for rejection of the proposal.
On November 30, 2020 we had a very bad rainstorm and the “Water Company” became inundated with water. This is
nothing new but of long standing. You have, in your possession, photos that I took that day. I showed the photos to
Mr. Jones on my iPad as it gave a better perspective of the situation encountered that day. I do not want to take on
more risk of water coming into my basement. I am also concerned that some water even came from Hillview Road
direction.
Our area, which was once so serene, has been overtaken by overbuilding, unbelievable traffic and speeding drivers. I
was a passenger in a car that was almost T-Boned. The driver was turning LEFT from Hill Drive onto Kressler Road. We
could have lost our lives that day. In addition, I had a medical aide who made a left hand turn onto Hill Drive from
Kressler Road. This is another blind spot and a speeding car caused an accident. She was a lucky woman!
With all of the above being said, please give serious consideration when making your decision in regards to Macungie
Manor. As being a homeowner since 1968, I do care about overdevelopment and especially all the people who will be
affected by this project. Thank you for your time. Anne Filippi Sent from my iPad
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maria Then <
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 6:30 PM
Renea Flexer
Re: Legal Notice Response

>

906 S Hillview RD Allentown, PA 18103.
El El mar, ene. 12, 2021 a la(s) 2:14 p. m., Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com> escribió:
Hello Ms. Then,

Can you please provide your address?

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Maria Then <
m>
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 8:02 PM
To: Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com>
Subject: Legal Notice Response

Good evening,

1

I was not able to attend the meeting on January 4, 2021. I apologize I didn’t get a chance to reply earlier. I do not agree
with the project of the construction next to my home. I am not happy about this at all and will affect me big time.
Please feel free to contact me via email or on the phone with an interpreter in Spanish.

Thank you!
María Then
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mike Calogero <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 5:43 PM
Renea Flexer
Theresa Calogero; Mike Calogero
Mtg of 1/7/21 - Macungie Manor

Importance:

High

>

Dear LMT Board of Commissioners: My wife and I live at 4291 Ascot Circle. We moved here in December 1990.
Thank you in advance for your attention to my concerns regarding the proposed Macungie Manor project.

Besides the many issues other residents will bring up, I want to point your attention to three points. First is
community fit. In prior presentations the developer repeatedly referenced Parkland Manor and its minimal
impact on the “nearby” residential community. In fact, one of the SWT officials had the audacity to say he lives
near the facility and wasn’t impacted by it. Looking at the below satellite snapshot, you will see there are no
bordering residences and adjacent to Parkland Manor is a trucking firm, car dealership, motel, and masonry
company. This is definitely not comparable to squeezing the Macungie Manor density into the acreage on
Hillview Road. There is no local commercial activity comparable to what’s near Parkland Manor – this is a
residential location and should remain that way.
Second major issue is traffic flow and community safety. Hillview Road is undulating and narrow. When
driving, walking or jogging, it can be dangerous. Since pandemic with people working from home and less
elective medical activity, traffic on Kressler and Hillview is nothing like what it is in the past. I recall many
mornings with school buses, refuse trucks, ambulances, and commuters, all trying to make turns at the narrow
Kressler/Hillview intersection. The traffic study referenced a10-15 second cue at this location with at least 810 more vehicles. This is ludicrous – we already sometimes cue up for 20 seconds with only 2-3 vehicles in
line. The traffic study should be redone in two years. Also, many of us regularly walk/bike/run along
Nonnemaker Road, which is curvy and narrow. Without tremendous safety improvements (walkways, lighting,
curbs), a horrible pedestrian accident is possible.
Lastly, is the proposed development a “strategic fit” for the community an d LMT? Those of us living in this part
of our township all recognized that development of open farmland may occur, but it would be complementary
to the existing neighborhood. This is the “handshake” agreement we have with the township. We take care of
our properties and neighbors and pay our taxes - LMT fulfills their part of the agreement and allows
development that fits the neighborhood, not destroy it.
There are much better locations for this development, in commercial areas more like that which surrounds
Parkland Manor. Let’s reject this proposal and encourage the developer to seek a better location or old
building to upgrade. An example is nearby Clinton, NJ where they are permitting conversion of the local
Holiday Inn into a geriatric facility.
Michael V. Calogero. P.E.
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Michael V. Calogero, P.E., CEM | Director of Business Development

Armstrong International
o (610) 432-6724
c
armstronginternational.com
“Focus, Execute, Win & Repeat”

4

Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brice Ambron <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 4:52 PM
Renea Flexer
Re: Macungie manor

>

Brice Ambron
1172 Estate dr
Allentown, pa 18103
On Thu, Jan 7, 2021 at 12:49 PM Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com> wrote:
Hello,

I just realized that your address is not on the correspondence below. Can you please resend your
correspondence with your name and address?

Thank you!

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Renea Flexer
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:32 PM
5

To: 'Brice Ambron' <
Subject: RE: Macungie manor

m>

Thank you for your email. We will forward it to the Board of Commissioners.

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Brice Ambron <
m>
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:28 PM
To: Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com>
Subject: Macungie manor

With the new purpose housing complex call macungie Manor I do not feel the roads are adequate to support the extra
traffic. Also if any point in the future they decided to expand 78 as well as the on/off ramps this would greatly affect
the expansion. Also the hospital will eventually expand to the fields across the street and they will need access to that
land to build new roads and separate exit off the highway to access the hospital as it grows. Please think how this
complex will affect things 10-15 years down the road.
Also with all the new people living there I am sure there will be more foot traffic in the surrounding area and there are
no sidewalks.
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

blaine easterwood <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 4:20 PM
Renea Flexer
Comments Regarding the proposed Macungie Manor Development

Hi,
I am planning on attending the meeting tonight and have the following comments regarding the proposed development
of the site located off of Hillview road.
Here are my comments:

Comments Regarding the proposed Macungie Manor Development
Given what I know and have seen to date, I am concerned about the following:
(1) Water runoff
Anecdotally I have observed an increase in flooding in my own backyard over the past 20 years - and I am located at a
fairly high point. I am concerned that the houses and roadways at the bottom of the grade on the NW side of the plot are
at risk of increased flooding. My impression is that ‘we’ are generally bad at handling water runoff in new development. I
have no data for this, simply my anecdotal observation s of places like the luxury apartments on Schantz road. Do we have
any data that show rainfall and flooding measurements for the area over the last 20 years? If so, how has that informed
the planning of the proposed development in this case? My concern is that the evaluation of the water runoff is
insufficient, and the result will be deleterious to the residents and the community.
(2) Safety
As it is today, motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists on Hillview Road need to be on high alert. The road is narrow, with at
least one dip that introduces hazards ranging from reduced visibility to blind spots. Increased traffic on that road will place
additional stress on an already stressed roadway. (and that is just Hillview. If the proper, comprehensive, traffic study is
not done, the increased risk and stress likely increases.)
It is important to note that the surrounding area is used heavily by residents for walking, jogging, and bicycling. This
activity spans the township line. My concern is that all users of the areas roadways are at increased risk for accidents, and
will become frustrated with the increased traffic activity resulting in less use of the outdoor space.
(3) Traffic Impact
What concerns me most about the traffic study that was performed is that it was only one done for the LMT side. If you
look at any of the popular mapping software, all preferential routes approach the proposed development site from the
SWT side. While it may be easy and convenient to simply state that LMT can only commission a traffic study for the LMT
side, what concerns me is that this view does not consider the entire scope of the impact. The dynamics of traffic do not
consider township lines. If proper planning is not done on the SWT side, the LMT side is at risk to receive the unintended
consequences of the failure to consider the entire scope of the traffic impact. Not looking at the entire picture is not wise,
in my opinion. I am concerned about the consequences of a fractured evaluation of traffic - one that does not consider the
entire scope of potential impact.
(4) The loss of valuable open space
I have walked my dogs past the plot of land for over 20 years. During those years I have also found it to be a great place
to observe and photograph the beauty of sunsets, the planets Venus and Mercury, and even a lunar eclipse. It really is an
excellent vantage point (I believe that this plot of land may contain one of the highest elevation points in LMT). It also
makes a great place to observe how the position of the sun changes throughout the course of a year. I have shared this
experience with my children, grandchildren, and anyone who will listen :). If you are ever in doubt of axial tilt, watch a
sunset from that plot of land in late June, September, December, and March and note the position of the sun each time.
Having anything more than a field in the view would forever spoil the experience (and the photographs).
7

I have also observed many families of fox, and even a few deer over the years. The fox are the most concerning, as I
suspect that they will make their way into our neighborhood more often if there is less open space for them.
We seem to be losing open spaces at an alarming rate. It would be a great community loss to see this particular open
space developed, in my opinion.

Thank you for your consideration,
-Blaine
--------------------------Blaine Easterwood
1060 Manor Drive
Allentown, PA 18103

---------------------------
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Tkach <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 7:58 AM
Renea Flexer
Fwd: Public Comment for This evening's TWP Meeting

Dear Commission:
To whom it may concern, I am writing as a resident of Lower Macungie (Fish Hatchery Road) in opposition to the
proposed Macungie Manor project off of Kessler road.
Having attended the planning meeting last month, and seeing and hearing the proposed plans for development, I can
assure that I represent the collective voice of our neighborhood in that we strongly oppose this project.
The township continues to perpetuate the development of our last remaining precious and valuable farmland. Our roads
are way overcrowded, and the eyesores from continued development of warehouses and large buildings are degrading
the very character of the township that once attracted us as residents.
The township has an opportunity and responsibility to steward our last remaining farmland in a more productive way. As
a leader of an agricultural-based non-profit in the Lehigh Valley, I can assure you that this farmland can be valuable,
productive, and profitable once again with the right management practices.

Why don’t we seize this opportunity to work with South Whitehall and the owner of the land to put this land
permanently in preservation and turn it into open space that our community can enjoy forever.
There is a small pocket of nature still remaining over by the Nonnemaker farm that the community enjoys each and
every day. We walk our children safely on Hilltop road, ride our bicycles, and breath fresh air without staring at yet
another short-sighted development project.
I urge you on behalf of our community to not approve this project and to open it up to the community to play a role in
stewarding this land in a more productive way.
Thank you for your consideration.
-Jeff Tkach
3865 Fish Hatchery Road
m
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jean Rooney <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 7:53 AM
Renea Flexer
ICE
900 Hillview Road project

Concerns:
Rooney
3878 Highpoint Dr
Approximately 2 blocks southeast of this sight. Resident of SWT 30plus years.
Public safety and traffic increase concerns. Goggle this address (900 Hillview) & you will see majority of traffic will be
filtered through my neighborhood, Hillview Rd & Highpoint Dr and Crestview & Hillview Rd Also Nonnemaker Lane our
usual walking/ bike riding road will certainly be impacted creating safety issues to many of our community members.
Certainly LMT should make a concerned effort to find a developer who will developer this area for single
family/residential homes and help this beautiful area remain agreeable with the current community living conditions.
Thank you for this opportunity to voice our concerns.
Sent from my iPhone
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

jo markowicz <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:07 AM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor BOC Meeting
LMT BOC Meeting January 7th - Presentation - JRM.docx; LMT BOC Meeting Stormwater Runoff Slides.pptx

I have attached my questions in a word document and also I would like to know if you can include my powerpoint
presentation and show it at the meeting while I am giving my presentation?
Please email to let me know that you received my email and whether or not you can show my two slides during my
presentation?
Thank you,
JoAnn Markowicz
PS - Sorry it's so last minute but I just received my "letter" in today's mail letting me know that this was up for final
approval. I certainly hope the short notice does not hind the ability to include my PP presentation at the meeting
tomorrow night.
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First, I would like to make a comment to clarify a statement that I made
at the last BOC meeting regarding transparency. Although I still have
some major concerns, I would like to personally apologize to Mr.
Nathan Jones. Mr. Jones has been professional, helpful, informative,
and very, very patient every time that I contacted him about this
project over the last several months. I just needed to clarify that
because I did not want him to be included as part of my transparency
concerns.
In order for everyone to obtain a clear understanding of why I am
asking the questions that I am, I have included an aerial and ground
view of the parcel for visual clarification.
Slide #1
My understanding is the Macungie Manor plans place the retention
pond at the bottom northeast corner of the parcel that is part of the 4
acres within South Whitehall Township (indicated by the blue circle).
It is also my understanding that the overflow from the retention pond
faces east toward Route 78 (indicated by the black arrow).
The orange rectangles indicate where the sound barriers are located
and end with a 4’ high section indicated by the orange arrow.
On the other side of the Route 78 Southbound On ramp located in the
cloverleaf is the PennDOT Stormwater Runoff Basin.
Please note that this parcel slopes 40 feet from the top to the bottom
and also drops at the tree line at the bottom of the parcel onto the
adjacent property.
Slide #2
This slide gives you a better idea of the landscape of this land and how
it abuts Route 78. The picture on the top right shows the 4’ high sound
barrier end. The picture on the bottom left shows how the edge of the
property slants toward Route 78.

Please keep in mind that I questioned if anyone had contacted
PennDOT or DEP regarding this issue at the last BOC meeting. I
understand the process is to approve the plans and then look into
things, however, this property spanning two townships creates way too
many unanswered questions for don’t or can’t be answered by either
township.
Questions – please go back to Slide #1:
By looking at the aerial picture, will the overflow from the retention
pond run down onto the property located at 4245 South Drive? Or into
the PennDOT right-of-way or possibly Route 78?
If the runoff goes into PennDOT right-of-way or Route 78, will the
builder have to incur the expense to go under the Route 78 On Ramp to
direct the overflow to the PennDOT Stormwater Basin in the cloverleaf?
If that is the case, will the builder say the expense is too much? Will he
cancel the project or want to put the retention pond on the LMT side
due to cost? Is that doable?
The SWT parcel has not been rezoned as of this date but is scheduled to
go before the SWT BOC on January 20th.
What if it is not rezoned? Then again it prompts the questions, “Will he
want to put the retention pond on the LMT side?” and, “Is that
doable??
I am certainly no expert by any means, however, looking at a onedimensional blueprint vs looking at pictures shows a more accurate
overview of the unanswered questions brought on by water runoff.
And please keep in mind that the current major water runoff occurs on
the northwest corner of this property. This is the same runoff that will
be redirected to the northeast corner retention pond and overflowed
toward Route 78.
In closing, I do not understand how you can finalize this project without
further investing and knowing where the final resting spot will be for

the retention pond. Unfortunately, this parcel being within two
townships leaves things so uncertain and unanswered at this point.
Thank you for your time.

End of
Sound
Barrier
Overflow

Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Johnstone <
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 6:46 PM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor @ Hillview Rd.

>

To the LMT Board of Commissioners: Thank you for the opportunity to express our views regarding the planned
conditional use of the property at 900 Hillview Rd.
My husband and I live at 4448 Kohler Drive and have several concerns about the proposed conditional use development
on Hillview Road.
This is an area of single-family homes. Adding a large facility such as is projected for this neighborhood is antithetical to
the existing residents on both sides of Kohler Drive.
We are concerned about Increased traffic :
Our neighborhood here is a delightful place to walk, bike, walk a dog, or jog. We do not have sidewalks but do our
exercising on the sides of the road. The potential of increased traffic - possibly 800 additional cars per day- would
seriously endanger any joy of taking a walk or jog or allowing children to play.
We are concerned about water drainage:
Drainage is already poor in this area. All the res idents in Clearview Manor on both sides of Kressler are aware of this. We
have friends who live in the area below the proposed site of Macungie Manor and they already are very familiar with
flooded basements and swampy backyards, even during normal rains. The runoff from the proposed Macungie Manor
site will definitely worsen this for those homeowners.
We strongly urge the commissioners to vote against the planned conditional use of the property at 900 Hillview Road.
Rebecca and Peter Johnstone
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Steven Molinaro <
>
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 4:58 PM
Renea Flexer
For public comment LMT Board of Commissioner meeting 01/07/20
1.jpg; 2.jpg; 3.jpg; 4.jpg; 5.jpg

Steven & Melissa Molinaro

4261 Clear Way Allentown, PA 18103
I am submitting these images for public comment at the LMT Board of Commissioner meeting 01/07/20.
These images are intended to show why an increase to impervious land should not be approved. We’re already in
danger of water coming directly into our homes and cannot exacerbate this issue.
Images 1&2: taken outside of 4261 Clear Way where an entrance is proposed; road drains already cannot handle rainfall
Image 3: Proposed site of Macungie Manor after a rainstorm where water already isn’t absorbed quickly enough into
the ground
Image 4 &5: Some of the many homes directly downhill from the proposed site. My neighbor in image 5 already has a
river running against his home after a rainstorm.
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Fred Zahradnik <
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:20 AM
Renea Flexer
Christopher Sacchi
EAC recommendation for Chair position

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

>

Hi Renea - The EAC has formalized its recommendation for the Chair position in 2021. Christopher Sacchi, who currently
serves as Secretary, was selected, and has agreed to step up.
The remaining EAC members are eager begin the process of adding members to replace the three departing, so please
keep Chris in the loop regarding applicants.
Best,
Fred
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES

The Board of Commissioners met for a regular meeting on January 7, 2021 via
Zoom.com, an online audio/video meeting due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
President Beitler called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
3. ROLL CALL

Ronald W. Beitler, President
Richard V. Ward, Vice President
Ron R. Beitler, Commissioner
Brian P. Higgins, Commissioner
Maury G. Robert, Commissioner
Bruce Beitel, Township Manager
Renea Flexer, Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Nathan Jones, Director of Planning
David Brooman, Township Solicitor
Bryan McAdam, Township Engineer

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

4. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS (At Discretion of Board President) – None
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS
5.1. Executive Sessions were held after the December 17, 2020 Board meeting and this
evening at 6:45 p.m. Both were to discuss potential land acquisition and preservation.
5.2. A Proclamation was presented to Scott Forbes for his 11 years of service on the Public
Safety Commission and Chairing the Commission since 2010.
The meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. for the following hearing.
6. HEARINGS & APPROVALS
6.1. Conditional Use Hearing for Macungie Manor Project – Solicitor Brooman explained the
conditional use procedure The virtual hearing was transcribed by a stenographer and a
concierge managed the zoom meeting to ensure the proper handling of exhibits and
parties.
An Executive Session was held at 9:06 p.m. to discuss the hearing and rescheduling.
At 9:13 p.m. the Board returned from Executive Session and confirmed with the applicant,
stenographer and concierge their availability to continue the hearing on January 21st.
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to continue
the Macungie Manor Conditional Use Hearing on January 21, 2021 at 7 p.m. There
were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners resumed at 9:22 p.m.
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS – None
8. COMMUNICATIONS – None

January 7, 2021
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES

9. APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS
9.1. Appoint No More Than One to the Audit Advisory Committee with a Term to Expire the
1st Monday in January 2024 – No appointment made.
9.2. Appoint No More Than One to the Building Code Board of Appeals with a Term to
Expire 1/1/2024
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to appoint
David Wieder to the Building Code Board of Appeals with a term to expire
January 1, 2024. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
9.3. Appoint No More Than Two to the Environmental Advisory Council with Terms to Expire
1/1/2024 and No More Than One with a Term to Expire 1/1/2022
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner R.R. Beitler, to
appoint David Bonette and Robert Spampinato to the Environmental Advisory
Council with terms to expire January 1, 2024. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
9.4. Appointment of EAC Chair – Missed. Will appoint on January 21st.
9.5. Appoint No More Than One to the Park and Recreation Board with a Term to Expire
12/31/2025
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to appoint
Amy Shannon with a term to expire December 31, 2025. There were 5 ayes.
Motion carried.
9.6. Appoint No More Than Two to the Planning Commission with Terms to Expire 1/1/2025
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to appoint
Jon Hammer and Al Perez to the Planning Commission with terms to expire
January 1, 2025. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
9.7. Appoint No More Than Four to the Public Safety Commission with Terms to Expire
12/31/2022
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to appoint
Martine Minninger with a term to expire December 31, 2022. There were 5 ayes.
Motion carried.
9.8. Appoint No More Than One to the Vacancy Board with a Term to Expire 1st Monday in
January 2022
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to appoint
Julie McDonell with a term to expire the 1st Monday in January, 2022. There were
5 ayes. Motion carried.
9.9. Resolution 2021-01 – RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENTS TO THE LOWER
MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD
Appointing Avery Smith as a voting member and William Royer as an Alternate to the
Zoning Hearing Board with terms to expire 12/31/2023

January 7, 2021
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LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
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Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ward, to approve
Resolution 2021-01. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to
approve the December 17, 2020 minutes as drafted. There were 5 ayes. Motion
carried.
11. APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS, BILL LIST AND PAYROLL
11.1. Mr. Beitel reviewed the January 7, 2021 Bill List.
General Fund
$989,045.78
37 Developers Impact
Sewer Fund
$264,361.64
01 Payroll
Capital Projects Fund
$19,566.79
36 Developers Escrow
Liquid Fuels
$17,811.30
Total Funds

$305,198.33
$74,738.18
$1,670,722.02

Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner R.R. Beitler, to
approve the January 7, 2021 Bill List as drafted. There were 5 ayes. Motion
carried.
12. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
12.1.
Engineering
12.1.1. Engineer’s Report: 1) The Sanitary Sewer Lining project is done, except for some
video review. 2) The Sewer Lateral Replacement project is done, except for
some restoration.
12.2.
Planning
12.2.1. Resolution 2021-02 – A RESOLUTION REDUCING FINANCIAL SECURITY
FOR THE STONE HILL MEADOWS PHASE 2 FINAL SUBDIVISION AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT
Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Higgins, to
approve Resolution 2021-02. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
12.2.2. Resolution 2021-03 – A RESOLUTION REDUCING FINANCIAL SECURITY
FOR THE BEIT SIMCHA MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP LAND DEVELOPMENT
Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Higgins, to
approve Resolution 2021-03. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
12.3.
Solicitor
12.3.1. Solicitor’s Report – No report
12.4.
Township Manager
12.4.1. Consideration of Agreement with Sanctuary at Haafsville for Animal Control –
This is a one-year agreement for service for stray dogs and cats in the township
at a cost of $50 per cat and $110 per dog. Previously, it was a flat rate, but
according to past year reports of strays, the cost should be similar. It was noted
that the Sanctuary does a great job.
Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Higgins, to
approve the agreement with the Sanctuary at Haffsville. There were 5 ayes.
Motion carried.
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12.4.2. Manager’s Report: 1) PennDOT notified LMT that they contracted with a
company to collect traffic data in the Township from January to April for potential
safety improvements. 2) Thanks were given to Lutron for their annual donation
received for emergency services. Due to the pandemic, they were unable to
present in person this year. 3) Waste Management will change some collection
routes on several streets. Per the contract, they have the right to do this change
and will need to provide notification via newspaper and mail to those affected.
LMT will post the information online as well. 4) Thanks were given to all for
everyone’s work on the hearing for tonight.
13. COMMITTEE REPORTS – No Committees have met individually since the last meeting. A
workshop will be held on the 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m., as needed.
13.1.
Planning & Zoning (Ward, Robert)
13.1.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.2.
Budget & Finance (R.W. Beitler, R.R. Beitler)
13.2.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.3.
Public Works: Parks & Facilities (Higgins, Ward)
13.3.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.4.
General Administration (Robert, R.W. Beitler)
13.4.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.5.
Public Works: Roads & Sewers (R. R. Beitler, Higgins)
13.5.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
14. OTHER BUSINESS
14.1.
Old Business
14.1.1. Crossing Guard Agreement with EPSD (Notified of No Cost Sharing)
14.1.2. Comprehensive SALDO Amendment (Being Drafted)
14.1.3. Grease Trap Ordinance (Being Drafted)
14.1.4. Abandoned/Foreclosure Property Ordinance (Being Finalized)
14.1.5. Revision of Language for Recreation Fee in Lieu of Dedication (Being Finalized)
14.1.6. Jaindl Offer of Land behind Heritage Heights-1551 Weilers Road (Being
Finalized for Board Approval)
14.1.7. Leaf Collection Bid (Review at January Workshop)
14.2.
New Business – None
15. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REPORT – None
16. PUBLIC COMMENT
16.1.
JoAnn Markowicz, 833 South Hillview Road, commended everyone on their
professionalism for the hearing and how great the hearing was handled.
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION
17.1.
An Executive Session via conference phone call was held immediately after this
meeting to discuss potential land acquisition.
18. ADJOURNMENT
President Beitler adjourned the meeting at 10:00 p.m.

Bruce Beitel

Renea Flexer
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Township Manager

Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
January 13, 2021

