LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING AGENDA
March 18, 2021 – 7:00 P.M.
www.lowermac.com info@lowermac.com
Next Resolution #2021-11
Next Ordinance #2021-02
CONDITIONAL USE HEARING beginning at 6 p.m. – Macungie Manor Conditional Use
Application No. DE 20-005, Continued from February 18, 2021.
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
3. ROLL CALL
Board of Commissioners
President
Ronald W. Beitler
Vice President Richard V. Ward
Commissioner Ron R. Beitler
Commissioner Brian P. Higgins
Commissioner Maury G. Robert

Township Manager
Township Solicitor
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Director of Planning
Township Engineer

Bruce Beitel
David Brooman
Renea Flexer
Nathan Jones
Bryan McAdam

4. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS (At Discretion of Board President)
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS
6. HEARINGS & APPROVALS
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS (Residents shall limit their comments to
no more than three minutes)
8. COMMUNICATION
8.1.
Tim Pickel, Planning Commission – Letter of Resignation
8.2.
Nicole Floramo, 5320 Townsquare Drive – Statement of Interest for Multiple Groups
8.3.
Jake Thieman, 2172 Autumn Ridge Road – Urging the Commissions to Keep the
Community Pool Open
9. APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
10.1. March 4, 2021
11. APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS, BILL LIST AND PAYROLL
11.1. Bill List of March 18, 2021
General Fund
$296,009.17
37 Developers Impact
Sewer Fund
$10,809.90
01 Payroll
Capital Projects Fund
$79,945.17
36 Developers Escrow
Liquid Fuels
$31,008.62
Total Funds

$146,755.95
$26,031.02
$590,559.83

12. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
12.1. Engineering
12.1.1. Engineer’s Project Status Report
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12.2.

12.3.
12.4.

Planning
12.2.1. Resolution 2021-10 – Security Release for Stone Hill Meadows Phase 2 for
Recreation Fees
12.2.2. Planner’s Report
Solicitor
12.3.1. Solicitor’s Report
Township Manager
12.4.1. 2021 Pool Season Update
12.4.2. Manager’s Report

13. COMMITTEE REPORTS
13.1. Planning & Zoning (Ward, Robert)
13.1.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.2. Budget & Finance (R.W. Beitler, R.R. Beitler)
13.2.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.3. Public Works: Parks & Facilities (Higgins, Ward)
13.3.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.4. General Administration (Robert, R.W. Beitler)
13.4.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.5. Public Works: Roads & Sewers (R. R. Beitler, Higgins)
13.5.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
14. OTHER BUSINESS
14.1. Old Business
14.1.1. Crossing Guard Agreement with EPSD (Notified of No Cost Sharing)
14.1.2. Comprehensive SALDO Amendment (Being Drafted)
14.1.3. Grease Trap Ordinance (Being Drafted)
14.1.4. Revision of Language for Recreation Fee in Lieu of Dedication (Review
Draft Ordinance at March Workshop)
14.1.5. Bids for Ultra-Thin and Micro Surfacing Projects and (Bid Opening April
22nd)
14.1.6. Bids for Fog Seal and Crack Seal Projects (Bid Opening March 18th)
14.1.7. Bids for Line Striping and Equipment Rental (Bid Opening March 19th)
14.1.8. Bids for Sewer Relining and Manhole Rehab Project (Bids Opened on
March 9th)
14.2. New Business
15. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
16. PUBLIC COMMENT (Residents shall limit their comments to no more than three minutes)
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NECESSARY)
17.1. Immediately Following Meeting
18. ADJOURNMENT
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Filippi <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 3:16 PM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor

To Lower Macungie Commissioners
My name is Anne Filippi and I reside at 1035 Hill Drive in Clearview Manor. Our home was under construction in the fall
of 1967 and we took possession in March of 1968. Between our home and the Nextdoor neighbors, Tom Gutekunst and
family, is the property once known as the “Water Company” which had three wells on it. The frontage for this property
was only 30 feet. Our builder, Don Pearl, indicated that the property between our two homes had once been proposed
as a street leading from Hill Drive to Hillview Road. I do not know that Lower Macungie Township would have any record
of this but there had to have been a solid concern for rejection of the proposal.
On November 30, 2020 we had a very bad rainstorm and the “Water Company” became inundated with water. This is
nothing new but of long standing. You have, in your possession, photos that I took that day. I showed the photos to
Mr. Jones on my iPad as it gave a better perspective of the situation encountered that day. I do not want to take on
more risk of water coming into my basement. I am also concerned that some water even came from Hillview Road
direction.
Our area, which was once so serene, has been overtaken by overbuilding, unbelievable traffic and speeding drivers. I
was a passenger in a car that was almost T-Boned. The driver was turning LEFT from Hill Drive onto Kressler Road. We
could have lost our lives that day. In addition, I had a medical aide who made a left hand turn onto Hill Drive from
Kressler Road. This is another blind spot and a speeding car caused an accident. She was a lucky woman!
With all of the above being said, please give serious consideration when making your decision in regards to Macungie
Manor. As being a homeowner since 1968, I do care about overdevelopment and especially all the people who will be
affected by this project. Thank you for your time. Anne Filippi Sent from my iPad
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maria Then <
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 6:30 PM
Renea Flexer
Re: Legal Notice Response

>

906 S Hillview RD Allentown, PA 18103.
El El mar, ene. 12, 2021 a la(s) 2:14 p. m., Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com> escribió:
Hello Ms. Then,

Can you please provide your address?

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Maria Then <
m>
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 8:02 PM
To: Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com>
Subject: Legal Notice Response

Good evening,

1

I was not able to attend the meeting on January 4, 2021. I apologize I didn’t get a chance to reply earlier. I do not agree
with the project of the construction next to my home. I am not happy about this at all and will affect me big time.
Please feel free to contact me via email or on the phone with an interpreter in Spanish.

Thank you!
María Then
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mike Calogero <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 5:43 PM
Renea Flexer
Theresa Calogero; Mike Calogero
Mtg of 1/7/21 - Macungie Manor

Importance:

High

>

Dear LMT Board of Commissioners: My wife and I live at 4291 Ascot Circle. We moved here in December 1990.
Thank you in advance for your attention to my concerns regarding the proposed Macungie Manor project.

Besides the many issues other residents will bring up, I want to point your attention to three points. First is
community fit. In prior presentations the developer repeatedly referenced Parkland Manor and its minimal
impact on the “nearby” residential community. In fact, one of the SWT officials had the audacity to say he lives
near the facility and wasn’t impacted by it. Looking at the below satellite snapshot, you will see there are no
bordering residences and adjacent to Parkland Manor is a trucking firm, car dealership, motel, and masonry
company. This is definitely not comparable to squeezing the Macungie Manor density into the acreage on
Hillview Road. There is no local commercial activity comparable to what’s near Parkland Manor – this is a
residential location and should remain that way.
Second major issue is traffic flow and community safety. Hillview Road is undulating and narrow. When
driving, walking or jogging, it can be dangerous. Since pandemic with people working from home and less
elective medical activity, traffic on Kressler and Hillview is nothing like what it is in the past. I recall many
mornings with school buses, refuse trucks, ambulances, and commuters, all trying to make turns at the narrow
Kressler/Hillview intersection. The traffic study referenced a10-15 second cue at this location with at least 810 more vehicles. This is ludicrous – we already sometimes cue up for 20 seconds with only 2-3 vehicles in
line. The traffic study should be redone in two years. Also, many of us regularly walk/bike/run along
Nonnemaker Road, which is curvy and narrow. Without tremendous safety improvements (walkways, lighting,
curbs), a horrible pedestrian accident is possible.
Lastly, is the proposed development a “strategic fit” for the community an d LMT? Those of us living in this part
of our township all recognized that development of open farmland may occur, but it would be complementary
to the existing neighborhood. This is the “handshake” agreement we have with the township. We take care of
our properties and neighbors and pay our taxes - LMT fulfills their part of the agreement and allows
development that fits the neighborhood, not destroy it.
There are much better locations for this development, in commercial areas more like that which surrounds
Parkland Manor. Let’s reject this proposal and encourage the developer to seek a better location or old
building to upgrade. An example is nearby Clinton, NJ where they are permitting conversion of the local
Holiday Inn into a geriatric facility.
Michael V. Calogero. P.E.
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Michael V. Calogero, P.E., CEM | Director of Business Development

Armstrong International
o (610) 432-6724
c
armstronginternational.com
“Focus, Execute, Win & Repeat”
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brice Ambron <
Thursday, January 7, 2021 4:52 PM
Renea Flexer
Re: Macungie manor

>

Brice Ambron
1172 Estate dr
Allentown, pa 18103
On Thu, Jan 7, 2021 at 12:49 PM Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com> wrote:
Hello,

I just realized that your address is not on the correspondence below. Can you please resend your
correspondence with your name and address?

Thank you!

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Renea Flexer
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:32 PM
5

To: 'Brice Ambron' <
Subject: RE: Macungie manor

m>

Thank you for your email. We will forward it to the Board of Commissioners.

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Lower Macungie Township
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-966-4343 (x113)
610-965-3654 fax
www.lowermac.com
www.facebook.com/LowerMacungie
www.twitter.com/LowerMacungie

From: Brice Ambron <
m>
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:28 PM
To: Renea Flexer <RFlexer@lowermac.com>
Subject: Macungie manor

With the new purpose housing complex call macungie Manor I do not feel the roads are adequate to support the extra
traffic. Also if any point in the future they decided to expand 78 as well as the on/off ramps this would greatly affect
the expansion. Also the hospital will eventually expand to the fields across the street and they will need access to that
land to build new roads and separate exit off the highway to access the hospital as it grows. Please think how this
complex will affect things 10-15 years down the road.
Also with all the new people living there I am sure there will be more foot traffic in the surrounding area and there are
no sidewalks.
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

blaine easterwood <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 4:20 PM
Renea Flexer
Comments Regarding the proposed Macungie Manor Development

Hi,
I am planning on attending the meeting tonight and have the following comments regarding the proposed development
of the site located off of Hillview road.
Here are my comments:

Comments Regarding the proposed Macungie Manor Development
Given what I know and have seen to date, I am concerned about the following:
(1) Water runoff
Anecdotally I have observed an increase in flooding in my own backyard over the past 20 years - and I am located at a
fairly high point. I am concerned that the houses and roadways at the bottom of the grade on the NW side of the plot are
at risk of increased flooding. My impression is that ‘we’ are generally bad at handling water runoff in new development. I
have no data for this, simply my anecdotal observation s of places like the luxury apartments on Schantz road. Do we have
any data that show rainfall and flooding measurements for the area over the last 20 years? If so, how has that informed
the planning of the proposed development in this case? My concern is that the evaluation of the water runoff is
insufficient, and the result will be deleterious to the residents and the community.
(2) Safety
As it is today, motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists on Hillview Road need to be on high alert. The road is narrow, with at
least one dip that introduces hazards ranging from reduced visibility to blind spots. Increased traffic on that road will place
additional stress on an already stressed roadway. (and that is just Hillview. If the proper, comprehensive, traffic study is
not done, the increased risk and stress likely increases.)
It is important to note that the surrounding area is used heavily by residents for walking, jogging, and bicycling. This
activity spans the township line. My concern is that all users of the areas roadways are at increased risk for accidents, and
will become frustrated with the increased traffic activity resulting in less use of the outdoor space.
(3) Traffic Impact
What concerns me most about the traffic study that was performed is that it was only one done for the LMT side. If you
look at any of the popular mapping software, all preferential routes approach the proposed development site from the
SWT side. While it may be easy and convenient to simply state that LMT can only commission a traffic study for the LMT
side, what concerns me is that this view does not consider the entire scope of the impact. The dynamics of traffic do not
consider township lines. If proper planning is not done on the SWT side, the LMT side is at risk to receive the unintended
consequences of the failure to consider the entire scope of the traffic impact. Not looking at the entire picture is not wise,
in my opinion. I am concerned about the consequences of a fractured evaluation of traffic - one that does not consider the
entire scope of potential impact.
(4) The loss of valuable open space
I have walked my dogs past the plot of land for over 20 years. During those years I have also found it to be a great place
to observe and photograph the beauty of sunsets, the planets Venus and Mercury, and even a lunar eclipse. It really is an
excellent vantage point (I believe that this plot of land may contain one of the highest elevation points in LMT). It also
makes a great place to observe how the position of the sun changes throughout the course of a year. I have shared this
experience with my children, grandchildren, and anyone who will listen :). If you are ever in doubt of axial tilt, watch a
sunset from that plot of land in late June, September, December, and March and note the position of the sun each time.
Having anything more than a field in the view would forever spoil the experience (and the photographs).
7

I have also observed many families of fox, and even a few deer over the years. The fox are the most concerning, as I
suspect that they will make their way into our neighborhood more often if there is less open space for them.
We seem to be losing open spaces at an alarming rate. It would be a great community loss to see this particular open
space developed, in my opinion.

Thank you for your consideration,
-Blaine
--------------------------Blaine Easterwood
1060 Manor Drive
Allentown, PA 18103

---------------------------
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Tkach <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 7:58 AM
Renea Flexer
Fwd: Public Comment for This evening's TWP Meeting

Dear Commission:
To whom it may concern, I am writing as a resident of Lower Macungie (Fish Hatchery Road) in opposition to the
proposed Macungie Manor project off of Kessler road.
Having attended the planning meeting last month, and seeing and hearing the proposed plans for development, I can
assure that I represent the collective voice of our neighborhood in that we strongly oppose this project.
The township continues to perpetuate the development of our last remaining precious and valuable farmland. Our roads
are way overcrowded, and the eyesores from continued development of warehouses and large buildings are degrading
the very character of the township that once attracted us as residents.
The township has an opportunity and responsibility to steward our last remaining farmland in a more productive way. As
a leader of an agricultural-based non-profit in the Lehigh Valley, I can assure you that this farmland can be valuable,
productive, and profitable once again with the right management practices.

Why don’t we seize this opportunity to work with South Whitehall and the owner of the land to put this land
permanently in preservation and turn it into open space that our community can enjoy forever.
There is a small pocket of nature still remaining over by the Nonnemaker farm that the community enjoys each and
every day. We walk our children safely on Hilltop road, ride our bicycles, and breath fresh air without staring at yet
another short-sighted development project.
I urge you on behalf of our community to not approve this project and to open it up to the community to play a role in
stewarding this land in a more productive way.
Thank you for your consideration.
-Jeff Tkach
3865 Fish Hatchery Road
m
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jean Rooney <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 7:53 AM
Renea Flexer
ICE
900 Hillview Road project

Concerns:
Rooney
3878 Highpoint Dr
Approximately 2 blocks southeast of this sight. Resident of SWT 30plus years.
Public safety and traffic increase concerns. Goggle this address (900 Hillview) & you will see majority of traffic will be
filtered through my neighborhood, Hillview Rd & Highpoint Dr and Crestview & Hillview Rd Also Nonnemaker Lane our
usual walking/ bike riding road will certainly be impacted creating safety issues to many of our community members.
Certainly LMT should make a concerned effort to find a developer who will developer this area for single
family/residential homes and help this beautiful area remain agreeable with the current community living conditions.
Thank you for this opportunity to voice our concerns.
Sent from my iPhone
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

jo markowicz <
>
Thursday, January 7, 2021 12:07 AM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor BOC Meeting
LMT BOC Meeting January 7th - Presentation - JRM.docx; LMT BOC Meeting Stormwater Runoff Slides.pptx

I have attached my questions in a word document and also I would like to know if you can include my powerpoint
presentation and show it at the meeting while I am giving my presentation?
Please email to let me know that you received my email and whether or not you can show my two slides during my
presentation?
Thank you,
JoAnn Markowicz
PS - Sorry it's so last minute but I just received my "letter" in today's mail letting me know that this was up for final
approval. I certainly hope the short notice does not hind the ability to include my PP presentation at the meeting
tomorrow night.
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First, I would like to make a comment to clarify a statement that I made
at the last BOC meeting regarding transparency. Although I still have
some major concerns, I would like to personally apologize to Mr.
Nathan Jones. Mr. Jones has been professional, helpful, informative,
and very, very patient every time that I contacted him about this
project over the last several months. I just needed to clarify that
because I did not want him to be included as part of my transparency
concerns.
In order for everyone to obtain a clear understanding of why I am
asking the questions that I am, I have included an aerial and ground
view of the parcel for visual clarification.
Slide #1
My understanding is the Macungie Manor plans place the retention
pond at the bottom northeast corner of the parcel that is part of the 4
acres within South Whitehall Township (indicated by the blue circle).
It is also my understanding that the overflow from the retention pond
faces east toward Route 78 (indicated by the black arrow).
The orange rectangles indicate where the sound barriers are located
and end with a 4’ high section indicated by the orange arrow.
On the other side of the Route 78 Southbound On ramp located in the
cloverleaf is the PennDOT Stormwater Runoff Basin.
Please note that this parcel slopes 40 feet from the top to the bottom
and also drops at the tree line at the bottom of the parcel onto the
adjacent property.
Slide #2
This slide gives you a better idea of the landscape of this land and how
it abuts Route 78. The picture on the top right shows the 4’ high sound
barrier end. The picture on the bottom left shows how the edge of the
property slants toward Route 78.

Please keep in mind that I questioned if anyone had contacted
PennDOT or DEP regarding this issue at the last BOC meeting. I
understand the process is to approve the plans and then look into
things, however, this property spanning two townships creates way too
many unanswered questions for don’t or can’t be answered by either
township.
Questions – please go back to Slide #1:
By looking at the aerial picture, will the overflow from the retention
pond run down onto the property located at 4245 South Drive? Or into
the PennDOT right-of-way or possibly Route 78?
If the runoff goes into PennDOT right-of-way or Route 78, will the
builder have to incur the expense to go under the Route 78 On Ramp to
direct the overflow to the PennDOT Stormwater Basin in the cloverleaf?
If that is the case, will the builder say the expense is too much? Will he
cancel the project or want to put the retention pond on the LMT side
due to cost? Is that doable?
The SWT parcel has not been rezoned as of this date but is scheduled to
go before the SWT BOC on January 20th.
What if it is not rezoned? Then again it prompts the questions, “Will he
want to put the retention pond on the LMT side?” and, “Is that
doable??
I am certainly no expert by any means, however, looking at a onedimensional blueprint vs looking at pictures shows a more accurate
overview of the unanswered questions brought on by water runoff.
And please keep in mind that the current major water runoff occurs on
the northwest corner of this property. This is the same runoff that will
be redirected to the northeast corner retention pond and overflowed
toward Route 78.
In closing, I do not understand how you can finalize this project without
further investing and knowing where the final resting spot will be for

the retention pond. Unfortunately, this parcel being within two
townships leaves things so uncertain and unanswered at this point.
Thank you for your time.

End of
Sound
Barrier
Overflow

Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Johnstone <
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 6:46 PM
Renea Flexer
Macungie Manor @ Hillview Rd.

>

To the LMT Board of Commissioners: Thank you for the opportunity to express our views regarding the planned
conditional use of the property at 900 Hillview Rd.
My husband and I live at 4448 Kohler Drive and have several concerns about the proposed conditional use development
on Hillview Road.
This is an area of single-family homes. Adding a large facility such as is projected for this neighborhood is antithetical to
the existing residents on both sides of Kohler Drive.
We are concerned about Increased traffic :
Our neighborhood here is a delightful place to walk, bike, walk a dog, or jog. We do not have sidewalks but do our
exercising on the sides of the road. The potential of increased traffic - possibly 800 additional cars per day- would
seriously endanger any joy of taking a walk or jog or allowing children to play.
We are concerned about water drainage:
Drainage is already poor in this area. All the res idents in Clearview Manor on both sides of Kressler are aware of this. We
have friends who live in the area below the proposed site of Macungie Manor and they already are very familiar with
flooded basements and swampy backyards, even during normal rains. The runoff from the proposed Macungie Manor
site will definitely worsen this for those homeowners.
We strongly urge the commissioners to vote against the planned conditional use of the property at 900 Hillview Road.
Rebecca and Peter Johnstone
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Steven Molinaro <
>
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 4:58 PM
Renea Flexer
For public comment LMT Board of Commissioner meeting 01/07/20
1.jpg; 2.jpg; 3.jpg; 4.jpg; 5.jpg

Steven & Melissa Molinaro

4261 Clear Way Allentown, PA 18103
I am submitting these images for public comment at the LMT Board of Commissioner meeting 01/07/20.
These images are intended to show why an increase to impervious land should not be approved. We’re already in
danger of water coming directly into our homes and cannot exacerbate this issue.
Images 1&2: taken outside of 4261 Clear Way where an entrance is proposed; road drains already cannot handle rainfall
Image 3: Proposed site of Macungie Manor after a rainstorm where water already isn’t absorbed quickly enough into
the ground
Image 4 &5: Some of the many homes directly downhill from the proposed site. My neighbor in image 5 already has a
river running against his home after a rainstorm.
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To: Lower Macungie Board of Commissioners
From: Kristea Kratzer, 4391 Clear Way, Allentown, PA 18103
Date: February 12, 2021
Re: Proposed Macungie Manor Project
Traffic, safety, parking, water, sewage, flooding, etc. At this point you are well aware of
these extremely valid concerns of residents in the areas surrounding the proposed
Macungie Manor project. You have thoughtfully considered many objections and I am
writing with just one more thought related specifically to “conditional use.”
The very heart of the matter, it seems to me, is that the proposed project sits at the very
heart of a residential area. This was clearly evident on an official map presented at the
South Whitehall Township Board of Commissioners meeting. It delineated each
residential lot surrounding the proposed project site and beyond, in both South
Whitehall and Lower Macungie. The map showed the property lines of the homes in
Clearview Manor and Maple Hills, as well as the South Whitehall homes to the
northeast. It was very clear from that map that all traffic leading to the proposed project
site would need to flow on residential streets, past porches, yards, parked vehicles, mail
trucks, driveways, and even the occasional basketball hoop! The attached satellite view
clearly shows the residential properties and streets in both townships which would be
negatively affected by a high density project right in the center. Examination of the LMT
map might even suggest use of the property as a park or greenspace.
Senior citizens do have housing needs; this cannot be argued. The proposed buildings
are nicely designed; this also cannot be argued. BUT what one can and should argue
is that a development of this magnitude does not belong in a residential neighborhood.
It is my hope that the land under discussion retain its current approval for single family
homes, or perhaps even be designated as a rural green space. If “conditional use”
means that the use of a property be in agreement with its surroundings, then the
proposed project fails to meet that criteria.

Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nathan Jones
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 9:49 AM
Bruce Beitel; Renea Flexer
FW: Last Meeting

FYI..
-----Original Message----From: Tim Pickel <
i
l
>
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 9:22 AM
To: Nathan Jones <NJones@lowermac.com>
Subject: Last Meeting
Good morning Nate,
I would like to let you know that the May 18th planning workshop will be my last meeting. Wendi and I are relocating
and will be gone by early June. We are building a home on the Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee. I wanted to let you
know in plenty of time so you can find a replacement.
See you tonight.
Tim Pickel
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Renea Flexer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jake Thieman <
>
Thursday, March 11, 2021 7:51 AM
Renea Flexer
Message for commissioners 3/18 meeting

Thank you Renea. Here is my message for the commissioners in advance of next week's meeting.
TO: Lower Macungie Township Commissioners and Township Manager
FROM: Jake Thieman, 2172 Autumn Ridge Road
DATE: 3/18/21 Board Meeting
SUBJECT: Opening of the pool for 2021 season

I wanted to thank the commissioners for their continued efforts to create a top notch destination to live, work and play
within the Lehigh Valley and beyond. During the unpredictable summer of 2020, the commissioners made the difficult
decision to not open the pool amidst the lack of clarity from the state, and instead invest in its long term future by
making much needed repairs. During the March 18 th meeting, the board will decide the fate of the pool for the 2021
season. I would plead that the board continue to support this extremely valuable asset for the benefit of the community.
Despite the cost, there are few places or events in the township that bring the community together in such a way that
the pool does. Chance encounters with friends in an idyllic setting does wonders for the spirit. After one year of
isolation, residents are looking for a way to reconnect with their neighbors and fellow residents. The childhood
memories created here last a lifetime. There are safe ways to accomplish this through capped time slots as
demonstrated by Alburtis Area Pool last year and under consideration by the board. I worry that if financial
considerations dominate the discussion and the pool does not open, this will become a self-fulfilling prophecy as
residents move on to other community pools never to return. I’m hopeful from the mood of the March 4 th meeting
discussion that board members are committed to reopening. I urge the township to consider all options to close the
funding gap from reasonable membership increases to novel pool events to draw in residents that may not have used
this township asset in the past such as water aerobics or hosting an adult night. A community pool was a necessity for
my family when we moved to this area so that our children would have a place to play and we could meet our
neighbors. Please pledge your support to reopen this township gem. Thank you.
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March 4, 2021

15
LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES

The Board of Commissioners met on March 4, 2021 via Zoom.com, an online audio/video
meeting due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
President Beitler called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
3. ROLL CALL

Ronald W. Beitler, President
Richard V. Ward, Vice President
Ron R. Beitler, Commissioner
Brian P. Higgins, Commissioner
Maury G. Robert, Commissioner
Bruce Beitel, Township Manager
Renea Flexer, Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
Nathan Jones, Director of Planning
David Brooman, Township Solicitor
Bryan McAdam, Township Engineer

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

4. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS (At Discretion of Board President) – None
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS – None
6. HEARINGS & APPROVALS
6.1. Resolution 2021-09 – A RESOLUTION GRANTING PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND
DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL TO 6776 HAMILTON, LLC FOR THE LAND
DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 6692, 6718, AND 6776 HAMILTON BOULEVARD,
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE ABE DOORS REDEVELOPMENT
The ABE Doors Redevelopment project received conditional use approval in November,
2019. The plan consolidates preexisting parcels for a car wash and commercial
building. The applicant, township and a certified arborist worked together to preserve
sycamore trees along Hamilton Blvd. There were several concerns from neighboring
property owners regarding stormwater, trash and buffering. Consequently, there are a
lot of onsite improvements with landscaping, buffering and a significate reduction of the
release rate for stormwater than what is existing. Design renderings were presented.
The applicant’s attorney, Erich Schock, expressed concern with a condition in the
Resolution requiring a street wall. After discussion, it was decided to remove the street
wall condition due to the applicant’s cooperation with the buffering and sycamore trees
and because a street wall requirement came after the plan submission.
Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Ward, to approve
Resolution 2021-09 as amended. There were 4 ayes, 1 opposed (Higgins). Motion
carried.
6.2. Ordinance 2021-01 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5 OF THE LOWER
MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP CODE OF ORDINANCES, CODE ENFORCEMENT, BY
ADDING A NEW PART 4, VACANT AND BLIGHTED PROPERTIES, TO ESTABLISH A
REGISTRY OF VACANT AND BLIGHTED PROPERTIES, ESTABLISHING
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MAINTENANCE, SECURITY AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR VACANT
AND BLIGHTED PROPERTIES, AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS
This ordinance establishes certain requirements for vacant and blighted properties and
is a tool for code enforcement. Banks or owners of foreclosed properties are required to
register contact information with the township so that code enforcement can contact
them with any property violations. LMT is looking at engaging with a 3rd party that would
maintain the information that we would have access to. The fee would be paid for by the
bank or owner of the foreclosed property.
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to
approve Ordinance 2021-01. Roll Call Vote: R.R. Beitler, aye; R.W. Beitler, aye;
Higgins, aye; Robert, aye; Ward, aye. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
6.3. Approval of Applicants for Volunteer Service Earned Income Tax Credit Program for:
Joshua S. Houck
Gabe J.
McNabb
Matthew
Krupa
Juan F.
Villegas
Robert M. Mahoney
Doug G.
Wetherhold
The Township received the appropriate roster of volunteers that met the active
requirements to qualify for abatement from the Township Earned Income Tax, up to
$1,000. The above noted volunteers are the last of the applicants for this tax credit.
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner R.R. Beitler, to
approve the above noted applicants for the Volunteer EIT Credit. There were 5
ayes. Motion carried.
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS
7.1. Donna Rehrig, 6685 Ivy Lane, in regards to the ABE Doors project under Hearings and
Approvals, expressed concern with the grading up to the property line. Engineer
McAdam will be addressing this with the applicant’s engineer. He said it is a little tight,
but doesn’t see it being a problem. Mr. McAdam said the applicant suggested that they
will comply with the comment in his review letter. The plans will be revised before
recording and there is no need to change the resolution. Mr. Jones will also reach out to
the applicant to note Ms. Rehrig’s concern.
8. COMMUNICATIONS
8.1. Linda Heck, 4933 Steeplechase Drive – Statement of Interest for the Library Board.
8.2. Sallie Smith, 8433 Mertztown Road – Statement of Interest for the Library Board.
8.3. Nancy Cleff, 3248 Sequoia Drive – Statement of Interest for the Library Board.
8.4. George Doughty, 2131 Stonewall Drive – Statement of Interest for the Environmental
Advisory Council.
8.5. Becky Short, 5085 Westfield Drive – Statement of Interest for the Environmental
Advisory Council.
8.6. John Reinbold, 2267 Woodbarn Road – Statement of Interest for the Public Safety
Commission.
9. APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS – None
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
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Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to
approve the February 18, 2021 minutes as drafted. There were 5 ayes. Motion
carried.
11. APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS, BILL LIST AND PAYROLL
11.1. Mr. Beitel reviewed the March 4, 2021 Bill List.
General Fund
$432,468.02
37 Developers Impact
Sewer Fund
$43,922.80
01 Payroll
Capital Projects Fund
$580.00
36 Developers Escrow
Liquid Fuels
$21,015.46
Total Funds

$159,965.73
$31,214.88
$689,166.89

Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Higgins, to
approve the March 4, 2021 Bill List as drafted. There were 5 ayes. Motion
carried.
12. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
12.1.
Engineering
12.1.1. Consideration of Bid Award for the 2021 Sanitary Sewer Lateral Cleanout Project
– Several bids were received and the low bidder requested to withdraw due to an
issue with their bid. It’s recommended to award to the second lowest bidder,
Anrich, for $118,650. There was $120,000 budgeted. CKS has worked with them
in the past and is comfortable with their work.
Motion by Commissioner Robert, seconded by Commissioner Ward, to
award the 2021 Sanitary Sewer Lateral Cleanout Project to Anrich, Inc. in
the amount of $118,650. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
12.1.2. Engineer’s Report – None
12.2.
Planning
12.2.1. Planner’s Report: 1) A Zoning Hearing Board application was received for a
property located at 4511 Cedarbrook Road, which also received conditional use
approval and zoning relief for an asphalt contractor yard, office building, and two
hotels. The variance request is for a primary temporary use. Staff has health,
safety and welfare concerns with traffic, the nature of use and securing the site
and suggest the solicitor attend the hearing. There have been past concerns to
send the solicitor to a quasi-judicial board, but in this case, the BOC feels it is
appropriate.
Motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Robert, to
direct the Solicitor to attend the Zoning Hearing Board meeting in regards
to the appeal for 4511 Cedarbrook Road. There were 5 ayes. Motion carried.
12.3.
Solicitor
12.3.1. Solicitor’s Report: 1) The Macungie Manor Conditional Use Hearing will
reconvene on March 18th at 6 p.m. The Board requests that the Solicitor urge the
applicant to attend so the hearing can be finalized.
12.4.
Township Manager
12.4.1. 2021 Pool Season Update – Staff is exploring options to partner with EMAC
(Emmaus Aquatic Club). Costs are being reviewed to ensure that we
appropriately spend tax dollars and will be brought back to the Board to make
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sure they’re comfortable with the numbers. It’s possible that we could have time
slots for patrons attending versus season passes. There were discussions that
partnering with EMAC could open other opportunities, but yet being mindful of
needed pool repairs and making sure we’re responsible.
13. COMMITTEE REPORTS – No Committees have met individually since the last meeting. A
workshop will be held on the 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m., as needed.
13.1.
Planning & Zoning (Ward, Robert)
13.1.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.2.
Budget & Finance (R.W. Beitler, R.R. Beitler)
13.2.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.3.
Public Works: Parks & Facilities (Higgins, Ward)
13.3.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.4.
General Administration (Robert, R.W. Beitler)
13.4.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
13.5.
Public Works: Roads & Sewers (R. R. Beitler, Higgins)
13.5.1. Workshop 4th Monday of the Month at 7 p.m.
14. OTHER BUSINESS
14.1.
Old Business
14.1.1. Crossing Guard Agreement with EPSD (Notified of No Cost Sharing)
14.1.2. Comprehensive SALDO Amendment (Being Drafted)
14.1.3. Grease Trap Ordinance (Being Drafted)
14.1.4. Revision of Language for Recreation Fee in Lieu of Dedication (Review Draft
Ordinance at March Workshop)
14.1.5. Bids for Ultra-Thin and Micro Surfacing Projects and (Bid Opening April 22nd)
14.1.6. Bids for Fog Seal and Crack Seal Projects (Bid Opening March 18th)
14.1.7. Bids for Sewer Relining and Manhole Rehab (Bid Opening March 9th)
14.2.
New Business – None
15. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REPORT – None
16. PUBLIC COMMENT – None
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION – None
18. ADJOURNMENT
President Beitler adjourned the meeting at 7:53 p.m.

Bruce Beitel
Township Manager

Renea Flexer
Asst. Township Manager/Secretary
March 11, 2021

TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MACUNGIE
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-10
(Duly Adopted March 18, 2021)
A RESOLUTION REDUCING FINANCIAL SECURITY
FOR THE STONE HILL MEADOWS PHASE 2 FINAL SUBDIVISION AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT
WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Macungie approved the Stone Hill Meadows Phase 2 Final
Subdivision and Land Development on September 20, 2018, Resolution No. 2018-24; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to said approval, the Developer, BT Stone Hill, L.P., was required to post financial
security, a Letter of Credit issued by Penn Community Bank, to guarantee the payment of recreational
fees for the development; and
WHEREAS, the total amount of said Letter of Credit posted to guarantee the payment of recreational
fees was $319,200.00; and
WHEREAS, the Developer has requested the said financial security be reduced to account for the
payment of recreational fees; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to review and verification by the Lower Macungie Township Community
Development Department Permits Division, it has been recommended that the financial security for the
said recreational fees be reduced by an amount of $26,600.00 at this time; and
WHEREAS, a spreadsheet computing fees paid and requested reductions is hereby attached as “Exhibit
A”.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and it is hereby resolved by the Board of Commissioners of
the Township of Lower Macungie that the financial security posted by the Developer, $319,200.00, to
guarantee the payment of recreational fees for the development, shall be reduced to the sum of
$171,000.00 Dollars and the amount of $26,600.00 Dollars shall be released.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Developer, BT Stone
Hill, LP and to Penn Community Bank.
DULY ADOPTED this 18th day of March, 2021, by the Board of Commissioners of Lower Macungie
Township, in lawful session duly assembled.
LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
_______________________________________
Ronald W. Beitler, President
ATTEST:
_____________________________
Renea Flexer, Secretary

STONE HILL MEADOWS
85 LOT - SFD SUBDIVISION
$3800.00 PER LOT Total = $319,200 (collect rec fees from 84 lots)
LOTS - 25 thru109

LOT #

ADDRESS #

STREET

CHECK #

AMOUNT PD.

DATE PAID

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

6700
6688
3810
3800
3790
3780
3770
3760
3750
3740
3730
3720
3710
3700
3690
3680
3670
3660
3650
3640
3630
3620
3610
3600
3590
3580
3615
3625
3635
3645
3655
3665
3675
3685
6485
6469
6453
6437
6421
6405
6410
6424
6438
6452
6466
6480
6494
3695
3705
3715
3725
3735
3745
3755
3765
3775
3785
3795
3805
3815
3825
6557
6545

Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Robin Rd
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Sweet Meadow Ct
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr

3543
3289

$3,800.00
$3,800.00

11/24/2020
11/21/2019

427306
377865
405957
391284
405707
417924
417717
427118
427241
42744
417927
417784
405710
357143

$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00

2/16/2021
8/6/2020
11/25/2020
10/1/2020
11/16/2020
1/21/2021
12/22/2020
2/4/2021
2/16/2021
2/16/2021
1/21/2021
1/13/2021
11/16/2020
4/29/2020

357474
377972
391287
391098
405876
377969
405960

$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00

6/11/2020
9/4/2020
10/1/2020
9/17/2020
12/1/2020
9/4/2020
1/21/2021

427312
405963
405575
357477
377831
377578
417932
377755
417720
405554
427315
248749

$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00

2/16/2021
12/2/2020
10/1/2020
6/11/2020
7/27/2020
6/16/2020
2/4/2021
7/20/2020
12/28/2020
10/1/2020
2/25/2021
10/16/2019

Release
Consideration

Issued to Date
2/4/2021
12/17/2019

3/18/2021
1/7/2021
12/3/2020
1/7/2021
2/4/2021
2/4/2021
3/18/2021
3/18/2021
3/18/2021
2/4/2021
2/4/2021
1/7/2021
9/17/2020

6/19/2020
12/3/2020
12/3/2020
12/3/2020
1/7/2021
12/3/2020
2/4/2021
3/18/2021
1/7/2021
12/3/2020
6/19/2020

3/18/2021
1/7/2021
2/4/2021
1/7/2021
3/18/2021
9/17/2020

LOT #

ADDRESS #

STREET

88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109

6533
6521
6509
6497
6485
6473
6461
6449
6446
6458
6470
6482
6494
6506
6518
6530
6542
6554
6566
6578
6590
6602

Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr
Scenic View Dr

CHECK #

AMOUNT PD.

DATE PAID

Release
Consideration

Issued to Date

3290
3297
3261

$3,800.00
$3,800.00
$3,800.00

11/26/2019
1/21/2019
11/6/2019

9/17/2020
6/19/2020
12/19/2019

3298

$3,800.00

1/21/2020

6/1/2020

Total:

$148,200.00

Remaining:

$171,000.00

